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Eagras Abhcdideachta
Phobal na Gaeilge

ollaig Stona agus

Nuacht / News

Ardaionn POBAL Ceist Acht
Gaeilge i Stoirmhonadh
POBAL Raise Irish Language
Act Issue in Stormont

Ardmbholadh do Thuairisc
POBAL 6n Aire Oideachais
Praise for POBAL Report
from Education Minister

’Inspreagadh’ - Ar dTuairisc
Taighde ar na hEalaiona
Gaeilge ar fail anois
‘Inspreagadh’ - POBAL'’s

Research Report on Irish
language arts available

Tinreamh mor ag
ocaid Acht na Gaeilge
i Stoirmhonadh

Large crowd attend
Irish Language Act
event in Stormont

Gliogiil anseo Ie
nios mo nuachta a

fhail ar ar suiomh

4

Chuir POBAL, scatheagras abhcoideachta phobal na
Gaeilge, failte roimh an suim leathan a 1¢irigh réimse
eagras culturtha, séisialta agus polaitiochta in 6caid
POBAL ar Acht na Gaeilge TE, i Stoirmhonadh ar
16u Samhain. Ba i gcomhphairtiocht leis an Aire
Cultuir, Caral Ni Chuilin agus le Basil McCrea CTR,
Pairti Aontachtach Uladh a chuir POBAL cuireadh
amach chuig réimse leathan den phobal agus d’ea-

POBAL,
group, welcomed the interest expressed by a wide

. . .- . Click here for
variety of cultural, social and political organisa-
tions in its Irish Language Act NI event in Stor- website

mont on November 16th. Chuir POBAL, in part-
nership with the Minister of Culture Caral Ni
Chuilin and Basil McCrea MLA, Ulster Unionist
Party, invitations out to a wide range of people

the Irish language advocacy umbrella

grais.  Duirtp
Janet Muller, PF |
POBAL  said,

‘Bhi muid sasta
leis an tinreamh
i lathair ag an
6caid. Bhailigh
muid scaifte mor
de dhaoine
éagsula le ché-
ile. Ba mhithid
Gaeilgeoirt,
saineolaithe
idirnaisiinta agus ionadaithe na sochai shibhialta a
thabhairt le chéile le plé a dhéanamh ar fhorbairti
aitiula, ndisiinta agus idirndisiunta ¢ fograiodh
caipéis POBAL Acht na Gaeilge TE / The Irish Lan-
guage Act NI sa bhliain 2006. Sa bhliain 2007 tugadh
tacaiocht thar na bearta dar moltai comhaontaithe i
dha chombhairliuchan rialtais. Is léir gur cheart go
mbeadh ro6l larnach ag riachtanais agus tuairimi an
Ghaeilgeora i munla na reachtaiochta. Sa tréimhse 6
tugadh an gealltanas leis an Acht a chur i bhfeidhm, i
ndlinsi eile na dtiortha seo, bhi cosaint reachtaiochta
do theangacha dtchasacha ag dul i bhfeabhais, agus
ba mhaith linn a bheith cinnte go bhfuil na hathruithe
seo curtha san aireamh agus muid ag obair i dtreo
Acht na Gaeilge.’

Ceardlann ar siil / W:)rkshop in progress

Duirt an tAire, Caral Ni Chuilin, ‘Ta cosaint sa dhli
don Ghaeilge in Albain agus don Bhreatnais sa
Bhreatain Bheag. Ba choir an stddas céanna a thab-
hairt don Ghaeilge. Dhirigh mé feidhmeannaigh na
Roinne ar dhréacht-Bhille Gaeilge a fhorbairt i dtreo
achta. T4 anailis & dhéanamh ar an obair ata curtha i
gcrioch ag an Roinn roimhe seo, agus td muid ag
aimsiu scoip na reachtaiochta faoi lathair.’

I measc na bpriomhchainteoiri a bhi i lathair ag an
ocaid 1 Stoirmhonadh, bhi an tOllamh Robert Dunbar
(Ollscoil Obar Dheathain agus an togra taighde
‘Soillse’) agus an tOllamh Colin Williams (Ollscoil
Caerdydd), beirt a aithnitear mar shaineolaithe id-
irndisiunta iomraiteacha. Duirt Janet Muller, ‘Thug
an da Ollamh Dunbar agus Williams combhairle ar
dhréachta reachtaiocht teanga in Albain agus sa
Bhreatain Bheag, agus ta taithi idirnaisiinta leathan
acu beirt i gCeanada agus san Eoraip. Duine den tritir
saineolai ¢ an tOllamh Williams a thug comhairle
maidir leis an straitéis 20 bliain don Ghaeilge sa de-
isceart. Thug an bheirt acu a gcuid taithi fhairsing leo
chuig an 6cdid.” Sa bhreis air sin, bhi diospoireacht
phainéil ann a d’oscail Dominic Hannigan, Cathaoir- §
leach an Chomhchoiste um Chur i nGniomh Chom-
haontt Aoine an Chéasta agus a chuimsigh cainteoiri
lena n-airiodh Hywel Hughes, Ceann an tSeirbhis
Chuirteanna na Breatnaise sa Bhreatain Bheag, Alas-
dair MacCaluim, Oifigeach na Gaidhlig i bParlaimint
na hAlban, Domhnall Mac Ne¢ill, PF Comunn na
Gaidhlig in Albain, Donald John Mac Inness of MG
Alba agus Helen O Murchu, a rinne cur sios ar na
costlachtai agus na difriochtai atd sa reachtaiocht ¢
dheas.

ioslédail coip den chaipéis Acht na Gaeilge do TE anseo

~ We collected a large crowd of differ-

=1 and organisations. POBAL Chief Ex-
| ecutive Janet Muller said, 'We were

pleased with attendance at the event. ch Ui Chorin

ad an Da Spuaic

ent people together. It was time to
bring Irish speakers, international ex-
perts and representatives of civic soci-
ety together to discuss local, national |
and international since the POBAL
document Acht na Gaeilge TE / The
Irish Language Act NI was published

@ 'facebook
in 2006. In 2007 overwhelming sup-

port was given to our proposals in two government consulta-

BT13 2JF.

Teil: +44 (0)28 90 438132
eolasobal org

tions. It’s clear that the needs and opinions of Irish speakers should play a
key role in shaping the legislation. In the period since the commitment to
implement the Act was made, in other jurisdictions in these islands, legis-
lative protection for indigenous languages has been improving, and we
want to be sure that these changes are included in our work towards the
Irish language Act.'

The Minister Caral Ni Chuilin said,
protected in legislation and I am keen to see Irish afforded the same
status. [ have directed my officials to begin work to develop a draft Irish
Language Bill which would lead to an Act. Previous work carried out by
the Department on this issue is being analysed and a scoping exercise is
underway.’

‘Scots Gaelic and Welsh have been

Among the keynote speakers at the event were Professor Robert Dunbar
(University of Aberdeen and the research project Soillse) and Professor
Colin Williams (University of Cardiff), both of whom are recognised as
international experts of the highest calibre. Janet Muller said, ‘Both Pro-
fessors Dunbar and Williams have helped advise on the drafting of lan-
guage legislation in Scotland and Wales, and both have extensive interna-
tional experience in Canada and the rest of Europe. Professor Williams is
one of three experts who advised on the 20 Year Strategy for the Irish
language in the south of Ireland. Both brought great experience and ex-
pertise to the event.” In addition, Dominic Hannigan, the Chair of the
Joint Committee on the Implementation of the Good Friday Agreement
opened a panel discussion with speakers including Hywel Hughes, the
Head of the Welsh language Courts Service in Wales, Alasdair Mac-
Callum, Gaelic language Officer at the Scottish Parhament Domhnall

Paul Gamble (DCAL), Robert Dunbar, Janet Muller (POBAL) & Colin Williams

Mac Néil, CEO of Comann na Gaidhlig in Scotland, Donald John Mac
Inness of MG Alba and veteran researcher and author Helen O Murcht
who spoke about aspects of Irish language legislation in the south.

Download a copy of our document The Irish Language Act NI here
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Praise for POBAL from
Education Minister
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Mhol an tAire Oideachais 6 thuaidh, John O Dowd, obair PO-
BAL ar shainriachtanais an phaiste dhatheangaigh, nuair a thug
se oraid ag cruinniu uile-oilednda a redchtdil an scatheagras
abhcdideachta in Iur Cinn Tra, Déardaoin 10 Nollaig. Bhi mor-
scaifte  saineo-
lach 1 lathair ag
an chruinnit, le 8
hionadaithe ¢ [
cholaisti oilitina, -h E
siceolaithe &
oideachastla,
taighdeoiri,
oideachasoiri,
muinteoiri  agus
lucht na Gaelsco-
laiochta thuaidh
agus theas.
Chomh  maith
leis an Aire 06
thuaidh, bhi Diarmaid Dullaghan, cigire sinsearach sa Roinn
Oideachais agus Scileanna 6 dheas i lathair. Ag an chruinnid,
dhirigh na rannphairtithe ar na bealai le cur le comhoibriu uile-
oileanda chun an leas is mé a bhaint as na hacmhainni, as an
eolas agus as an oilitint ata ar fail d’earnail na Gaelscolaiochta
i dtaca le paisti le sainriachtanais. Rinne Janet Muller, PF PO-
BAL, cur sios ar an obair ata déanta ag POBAL ar an cheist seo
le 10 mbliana anuas. Duirt si, ‘Is 1éir duinn go bhfuil dea-thoil
agus comhoibrit ar siul faoi lathair ar an talamh ar cheist na
sainriachtanas agus ar oilitint is acmhainni, ach bionn constaici
ann freisin. Creidimid go bhfuil leas mor le baint as obair as
lamh a chéile agus thug an o6cdid, deis cur leis an mhéid ata
bainte amach go dti seo.” Thug Caroline Nolan, taighdeoir le
POBAL ar an togra, achoimre ar thorthai na tuairisce Ria-
chtanais Speisialta Oideachais i scoileanna ina bhfuil an
Ghaeilge mar mhean: Taighde uile-oileAnda ar riachtanais
tacaiochta agus traenala na hearnala, agus faoi stitir an Ol-
laimh Donaill Ui Bhaoill, bhi diospoireacht bhriomhar ann idir
na saineolaithe agus iad ag roinnt eolais agus ag plé na bhfé-
idearthachtai cui.” Bhi an 6cdid seo a reachtdil ag POBAL le
maoinit O COGG (An Chomhairle um Oideachas Gaelsco-
laiochta agus Gaeltachta)

Cainteoiri ag an chomhdhail / Conference speakers

ioslédail céip den Tuairisc Taighde anseo

The Minister for Education (DENI), John O Dowd praised the
work being carried out by POBAL on the special educational
needs of bilingual children during his speech at the conference
organised by the Irish language advocacy group, on Thursday
1st December in the Sean Hollywood Arts Centre, Newry.
There was a large, expert crowd of participants at the
event, including representatives of the training colleges,
educational psychologists, researchers, educators, teachers,
{ and representatives from the Irish medium sector north and
south. As well as the northern Minister, Diarmaid Dul-
laghan, senior inspector with the Department of Education
and Skills in the south was present. At the event, partici-
pants focussed on sharing information and exploring ideas
in relation to maximizing North/South cooperation in train-
ing and support for the Irish medium education sector
throughout the country when
providing for children with
additional educational
needs. Janet Muller, PO-
BAL’s CEO gave some back-
ground information to the work
that POBAL has been carrying
out on special educational needs
over the last ten years. She said,
‘We recognise the good-will that
exists in the sector towards all-
Ireland co-operation in this spe-
cialist area. There are interesting
opportunities to maximize re-
sources but, as always, there are
also some difficulties to overcome. We believe that it is possi-
ble to strengthen these links and find useful ways to share infor-
mation on a more structured basis.” Caroline Nolan, researcher
on the POBAL project, gave a brief outline of findings from the
report Special Education Needs in Irish medium schools: All-
island research on the support and training needs of the
sector, and then under the direction of Professor Dénall O
Baoill, a lively debate ensued between the expert participants as
they shared information and discussed possibilities. The confer-
ence was organised by POBAL with funding from COGG (An
Chombhairle um Oideachas Gaelscolaiochta agus Gaeltachta).
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An tAire John O’Dowd

Download copy of the Research Report here

Rang Gaeilge nua don
Cheathrun Titanic

New Irish class for Titanic
Quarter

Reéchtalfar an chéad rang Gaeilge riamh sa Cheathrtin Titanic,
ag toiseacht ar 230 Eandir 2012 ag 7-9in. Beidh an rang curtha
ar fail ag Colaiste Uirbeach Bhéal Feirste (BMC) ina thoir-
gneamh nua, sa Cheathrun Titanic, i aice le hOllionad Odyssey.

Beidh roinnt mhaith ranganna Gaeilge eile ar fail ar fud an
tuaiscirt sa bhliain 0r, gliogail thios le heolas agus sonrai a fhail
ar ar suiomh.

Eolas ar ranganna Gaeilge CUBF (BMC) anseo
Eolas ar ranganna Gaeilge ar fud an tuaiscirt anseo

The first ever Irish class in the new Titanic Quarter will begin
on 2rd January 2012 at 7-9pm. Belfast Metropolitan College
will run the class in its new building in the Titanic Quarter,
near to the Odyssey Complex.

Many other classes will also start in the new year throughout
the north, information and contacts can be found on our website
by clicking below.

Click here for information on BMC Irish classes
Click here for information on lIrish classes throughout the north

An ealaiontdir Gaeilge thu? Eolas anseo

Are you an Irish speaking artist? More here

Notai ar ‘Breithitunas’ ar fail do mhic léinn ioslédail anseo

Notes on ‘Breithitnas’ available for students Download here

Claraigh leis an fheachtas Liofa 2015 Eolas anseo

Sign up here for Liofa 2015 More here

Bunaiodh POBAL i mi Eanair 1998. Pairtiocht ionadaioch ¢ POBAL,
a thugann treoir straitéiseach agus a chuireann ar fail foram daonlath-
ach do na dreamanna a chruthaigh tionscadail rathula shoisialta,
gheilleagracha, ealaionta agus oideachasutla do phobal na Gaeilge.

POBAL was established in January 1998. We are a representative
partnership that provides strategic direction and a democratic forum
for groups behind the north's thriving range of social, economic, artis-
tic and educational projects for the Irish speaking community.

POBAL, Aonad 6,

Teach Ui Chorrain,

Ionad an Da Spuaic,

155 Sraid Northumberland,
Béal Feirste, BT 13 2JF
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Cuideachta faoi theorainn rathaiochta é POBAL. Tag. carthanachta: XT27908 - POBAL is a company limited by guarantee. Charity ref. XT27908
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