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POBAL Working with the Universities to fill the Strategic Gap for Irish

POBAL, the groundbreaking Irish language umbrella group is organising a special event on Wednesday 23rd June starting at 9.30 am, in the Stormont Hotel, Belfast. The event will focus on Developing a Comprehensive Policy and Strategy Framework for the Irish language in the North. Working hand-in-hand with POBAL are representatives from QUB (Prof. Dónall Ó Baoill and Dr Micheál Ó Mainnín), the University of Ulster (Prof Séamus Mac Mathúna and Dr. Fionntan de Brún), St Mary’s University College (Dr. Gabrielle Nig Uidhir), Áine Walsh of the Irish Language Broadcast Fund and others.

As guest speaker at the event will be Prof. Vesna Crnic-Grotic, Vice-Chair of the Committee of Experts on the European Charter for Regional or Minority Languages at the Council of Europe. Janet Muller, POBAL’s CEO said, ‘In April, the Committee of Experts published their third, and strongest report to date on the application of the Charter. As well as recognizing the need for the Irish language Act, the Experts have said that they think the approach adopted by the current Minister for Culture in relation to a strategy for Irish is inappropriate and will not benefit the languages under the protection of the Charter. These are very strong statements, and have led to the Council of Europe calling for a comprehensive policy for Irish grounded in legislation. At the event, Professor Crnic-Grotic will present the findings of the Experts in respect of Irish. ‘ 

There will also be a chance to look at the Irish Government’s Draft 20 Year Plan for Irish in the south, and to get information about the new Modern Languages strategy commissioned by the Department of Education. 

Janet Muller said, ‘In spite of all the work being done on various strategies, there is a real gap in terms of a comprehensive, co-ordinated framework for the development of the Irish language.  We intend to work to close this gap over the coming months, and next Wednesday’s meeting will give an opportunity to focus on the key issues. We are lucky to have award winning journalist, Póilín Ní Chiaráin, with us to chair the plenary session which will maximize input. 

POBAL along with Working Group member, Fionntan de Brún made a presentation to the Committee on Culture, Arts and Leisure last week about the work on the strategy. Janet Muller said, ‘Members of the Assembly Committee, all government departments and both Ministers, North and South have been invited to the event.  

More information: Janet Muller, 028 90 438132, or 077 13 630325
POBAL, Cultúrlann McAdam Ó Fiaich, 216 Bóthar na bhFál, Béal Feirste BT12 6AH

Teil : + 44 (0) 28 90 438132, eolas@pobal.org


