Molann Comhairle na hEorpa go n-achtófaí reachtaíocht Ghaeilge

I dtuairisc oifigiúil, saineolach de chuid Chomhairle na hEorpa, tá cáineadh déanta ar rialtas na Breataine agus ar Thionól TÉ mar gheall ar an dóigh a bhfuil siad ag caitheamh leis an Ghaeilge.  Tá fáilte curtha ag POBAL, scátheagras phobal na Gaeilge, roimh mholadh Chomhairle na hEorpa go gcaithfidh rialtas na Breataine Acht na Gaeilge TÉ a thabhairt isteach ag Westminster le dualgais s’aige faoi Chairt na hEorpa do Theangacha Réigiúnacha nó Mionlaigh a chomhlíonadh.

Dúirt Janet Muller, PF POBAL, 'Toradh díreach é an moladh seo ó Choiste na n-Airí ar obair POBAL i  bhfaireachán Chairt na hEorpa do Theangacha Réigiúnacha nó Mionlaigh. An bhliain seo caite, bhuail muid le saineolaithe ar an Chairt agus mhínigh muid go raibh cúinsí na Gaeilge ag dul in olcas le trí bliana anuas. Chuir ina láthair tuairisc iomlán ar fheidhmíocht an rialtais sa tréimhse seo agus tá lúcháir orainn gur chuala agus gur thuig siad ár gcás ar son Acht na Gaeilge. Tá an moladh á dhéanamh níos láidre arís ag tacaíocht ó Chomhairle Airí na hEorpa, chomh maith leis na Saineolaithe Cairte féin. Is amhlaidh nach dtig leo siúd atá naimhdeach don Ghaeilge a rá a thuilleadh gur leor an Chairt don Ghaeilge. Tá ráite go neamhbhalbh leo go dteastaíonn reachtaíocht eile cun tacú le beartas láidir dearfach don Ghaeilge.'

Dúirt Janet, ‘Ní amháin seo, ach aithníonn Tuairisc na Saineolaithe go bhfuil Acht 1737 Riar na Córa, a cuireann bac ar úsáid na Gaeilge sna cúirteanna, go bhfuil sé leatromach. Deir na Saineolaithe go dtéann an tAcht salach ar spiorad agus ar aidhmeanna na Cairte agus go ndéanann sé dochar don Ghaeilge.’ 

Ar na pointí eile a tógann na Saineolaithe, tá an ganntanas tagairtí ar an chraoltóireacht Gaeilge in Acht Cumarsáide an RA agus i gCairt Ríoga an BBC. Chomh maith, rinne siad cur chuige polaitiúil roinnt do pháirtithe an Tionóil a cháineadh, agus go háirithe an cuma go bhfuil aon straitéis amháin a ullmhú don Ghaeilge agus d’Albainis Uladh. Dúirt Janet, ‘Dar leis na Saineolaithe, is comparáid bréagach atá á dhéanamh idir an Ghaeilge agus Albainis Uladh. Molann siad don Tionól aon straitéis chuimsitheach amháin a ullmhú don Ghaeilge agus Acht na Gaeilge mar chuid di.’

 Seo an ceann is déanaí i sraith moltaí ardphróifíle a bhaineann le reachtaíocht Ghaeilge a d’éirigh leis an scátheagras ceannródaíoch a mhealladh. Anuraidh, thacaigh na Náisiúin Aontaithe le moltaí POBAL, agus d’éiligh eagrais eile saineolaithe idirnáisiúnta, ina measc an Chomhdháil ardtionchair Aontachta Ghael-Mheiriceánach agus an Grúpa Comhairleach ar an Chreat-Choinbhinsiún Eorpach, go n-actófaí reachtaíocht Ghaeilge láithreach.

Dúirt Janet Muller, a d’fhoilsigh tuarascáil POBAL chuig na saineolaithe an mhí seo caite, 'Seo fianaise ar dhiongbháilteacht phobal labhartha na Gaeilge agus ar obair chrua PHOBAL féin thar tréimhse de bhlianta. Glaoimid anois ar rialtas na Breataine agus an Tionól Acht láidir, cuimsitheach, ceartbhunaithe a achtú láithreach.'
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Council of Europe recommend enactment of that Irish language legislation

An Expert report from the Council of Europe has criticised both the British government and the NI Assembly for its treatment of the Irish language. POBAL the umbrella organisation for the Irish speaking community has welcomed the Council of Europe recommendation that the Irish language Act must be enacted at Westminster in order for the British government to fulfil its duties under the European Charter for Regional or Minority Languages. 
Janet Muller, CEO of POBAL, said, 'This recommendation from the Committee of Ministers is a direct result of POBAL's work in monitoring the European Charter for Regional or Minority Languages. Last year, we met with the experts on the Charter and explained that we thought the situation for the Irish language in the North had deteriorated in the previous three years. We presented them with a full report on government performance in this period and we are pleased that they have heard and understood our case for the Irish language Act. The recommendation is made even stronger by the fact that it has been supported by the European Committee of Ministers, as well as by the Charter Experts themselves. It means that those hostile to the Irish language can no longer claim that the Charter is enough for Irish. They have been told in no uncertain terms that other legislation is needed to support a strong positive policy for Irish.'

Janet continued, ‘Not only that, the Expert Report has recognised that the 1737 Administration of Justice Act which bans the use of Irish in the courts is discriminatory. The Experts say that it contravenes both the spirit and the objectives of the Charter and is damaging to the development of Irish. 

Among other points made by the Experts, are the lack of references to the Irish language in UK broadcasting legislation and the need to ensure that the Assembly duty to adopt a strategy for the Irish language is not used as a political football. Janet said, ‘The Experts criticise the false comparisons being made by some politicians between Irish and Ulster Scots. The Experts are quite clear that a single strategy is not the best way forward, and that the Assembly must adopt a strategy, including Irish language legislation which will be capable of promoting the Irish language according to its needs.’ 

This is the latest in a series of high profile recommendations regarding Irish language legislation which the groundbreaking umbrella group has succeeding in attracting. Last year the United Nations supported the POBAL proposals, and other international expert groups including the influential Irish American Unity Conference, and the Advisory group on the European Framework Convention have also called for Irish language legislation immediately.

Janet Muller who published POBAL's own report to the experts last month said, 'This is a testament to the determination of the Irish speaking community and to POBAL's own hard work over a period of years. We call now on the British government to enact a strong, comprehensive rights-based Act immediately. The Assembly must produce a realistic and appropriate strategy for Irish.'
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