POBAL ag tógáil cheist Acht na Gaeilge in Washington
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D’éirigh go thar barr le cruinniú de chuid POBAL agus The Irish American Unity Conference le ceist Acht na Gaeilge a chur roimh pholaiteoirí Meiriceá inné.  Reáchtáladh an cruinniú le tacaíocht ó Eliot Engel, polaiteoir ó Nua Eabhrac agus bhí freastal iontach ag an chruinniú a mheall comhairleoirí agus ionadaithe ón dá thaobh den Teach - idir dhaonlathaigh agus phoblachtanaigh.  Labhair Janet Muller faoin tacaíocht idirnáisiúnta atá faighte ag POBAL don Acht agus dúirt sí go raibh tábhacht ar leith le suim na Meiriceánach i ngnó neamhchríochnaithe Chomhaontú Chill Rimhinn.  Bhí deis ag an chruinniú cluinstin le Mhicheál Ó Duibh (POBAL) faoi na dúshláin atá roimh an ghaeloideachas go fóill agus chuir Janet an scéal is déanaí faoi chás Acht 1737 in iúl.  Dúirt Domhnall Ó Cathain ón Brehon Law Society go bhfuil Meiriceánaigh feargach faoin leatrom atá a dhéanamh go leanúnach ar phobal na Gaeilge ó thuaidh.  Dúirt Michael Glass, ionadaí The Ancient Order of Hibernians a thug tacaíocht chomh maith don chruinniú, 'as seo amach, ba mhaith linn dá rithfí rún sa Teach ag tacú le hAcht na Gaeilge.'  Baineadh siar as a raibh i láthair cluinstin go bhfuil an diúltachas dubh ann go fóill don Ghaeilge taobh istigh don Tionól.  Chuir muid in iúl nach bhfuil muinín againn gur ar leas na Gaeilge a bheidh straitéis Nelson  McCausland do theangacha réigiúnacha nó mionlaigh, agus go bhfuil muid ag obair le straitéis chuimsitheach a fhorbairt don teanga. Dúirt Janet nach raibh sa chruinniú seo ach céim i bpróiseas, ach tá POBAL thar a bheith sásta leis an éisteacht a fuair sé.'

POBAL promote Irish Language Act in Washington

POBAL’s meeting with the Irish American Unity Conference was a great success in its endeavour to raise the issue of an Irish Language Act with American politicians.  The meeting was organised with the support of New York politician Eliot Engel and was very well attended by councillors and representatives from both houses, both Democrat and Republican.  Janet Muller described how POBAL was finding international support for an Act, saying that particularly important was American interest in the unfinished business of the St Andrews Agreement.  The meeting heard from Mhicheál Ó Duibh (POBAL) about the challenges still facing Irish medium education and Janet gave the latest news about the 1737 Act.  Domhnall Ó Cathain from the Brehon Law Society said that Americans were angry at continuing discrimination against the Irish language community in the North.  Michael Glass, representing the Ancient Order of Hibernians and who supported the meeting, said that ‘in the future we would like see a motion passed in the House supporting an Irish Language Act.’  All who were there were shocked to hear that an intense negativity is still to be found against the Irish language in the Assembly.  We made it known that we have no confidence that Nelson McCausland’s strategy for regional or minority languages will be of benefit to the Irish language, and that we are working to develop a comprehensive strategy for the language.  Janet said that this meeting was only a step in a process and that POBAL are extremely happy with the hearing it received.   






