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POBAL le hAcht na Gaeilge a thógáil ag Westminster
‘Is mithid forbairt a fheiceáil ar Acht na Gaeilge ó thuaidh.’ Is é sin an teachtaireacht soiléir ó POBAL, eagras abhcóideachta na Gaeilge i dTÉ. Tá POBAL i dtús cadhnaíochta ar cheist na reachtaíochta, ag éileamh cosaint don Ghaeilge ar aon chéim leis an chosaint atá ar fáil don Bhreatnais sa Bhreatain Bheag, don Gàidhlig in Alban agus don Ghaeilge féin sa deisceart.  Mar chuid den obair leanúnach ar Acht na Gaeilge, tá POBAL ag reáchtáil toscaireacht ard-próifíl go Westminster i mí an Mhárta 2011. Beidh an toscaireacht atá faoi chuireadh an SDLP, ag bualadh le polaiteoirí ó na páirtithe ar fad.
Dúirt Janet Muller, PF le POBAL, ‘Ní raibh bogadh ar bith de chineál ar bith ar cheist Acht na Gaeilge ag an Tionól. Níor chomhlíonadh oiread is ceann amháin do na gealltanais Chill Rimhinn i dtaca leis an Ghaeilge de.  Ach, ní thugann sin leithscéal de rialtas na Breataine – a mhalairt atá fíor. Tá rialtas na Breataine faoi cheangal dlí i dtaca leis a chuid dualgas i gconartha éagsúla, Comhaontú Chill Rimhinn san áireamh, agus sin an fáth go bhfuil muid ag cur an dúshlán seo roimh Westminster.’
Tá Run Luath Lae (Uimh: 1348), cláraithe faoi urraíocht ag an Fheisire Margaret Ritchie. Éilíonn sé Acht na Gaeilge taobh istigh do spriocam aontaithe. Ceana féin, tá ainmneacha 19 Feisire Westminster ar liosta tacaíochta an rúin.

I gcuideachta leis na hionadaithe ó POBAL, beidh toscairí eile ann ó Chomhairle na Gaelscolaíochta, ó Ghael-Linn, ó Chonradh na Gaeilge, ó Chomhdháil Náisiúnta na Gaeilge agus ó Ghlór na nGael. Dúirt Janet Muller, ‘D’fhoilsigh POBAL moltaí aontaithe an phobail i dtaca le hAcht na Gaeilge de, agus tá an cháipéis s’againne, Acht na Gaeilge TÉ, go fóill mar bhun chloch éilimh na nGael. Tá sé leagtha amach ag POBAL Acht na Gaeilge a chur ar chlár na bpolaiteoirí ag Westminster.’

An bhliain seo caite, bhuail POBAL le baill Choiste na Saineolaithe ar Chairt na hEorpa do Theangacha Réigiúnacha nó Mionlaigh. Thacaigh na saineolaithe neamhspleácha go láidir le moladh POBAL i leith Acht na Gaeilge. Dúirt Janet Muller, ‘Thuig na saineolaithe láithreach gur chóir do Westminster deireadh a chur leis an amaidí maidir le reachtaíocht Ghaeilge a bhíonn ar siúl go leanúnach ag Tionól TÉ.  Ghríosaigh siad rialtas na Breataine Acht na Gaeilge a thabhairt isteach le deireadh a chur le heisiamh na Gaeilge ó cosaint reachtaíochta a dhéantar talamh slán as gach áit eile ar na hoileáin seo.

POBAL to raise Irish language Act at Westminster

‘It is more than time for progress on the Irish language Act’ this is the message from POBAL, the advocacy group for the Irish speaking community in the North of Ireland. The group, which has spearheaded the work to bring protections for Irish into line with legislation in the south of Ireland, in Wales and in Scotland, is organising a high powered delegation to Westminster in March 2011. The delegation, hosted by the SDLP, will meet with politicians from across the parties.
Janet Muller, POBAL’s CEO said, ‘There has been absolutely no movement on the issue of the Irish Language Act at the NI Assembly. All the St Andrews’ commitments on the Irish language remain unfulfilled. But the fact that the devolved Assembly is in default does not remove the responsibility from Westminster. The British government is bound by its treaty obligations to introduce the Irish language Act and this is why we are taking our demands to it.’

The SDLP’s Margaret Ritchie is sponsoring an Early Day Motion (no. 1348) which calls on Westminster to agree a timescale to enact the Irish language legislation. Already 19 MPs from different parties have signed in support of the EDM.
As well as representatives of POBAL, the delegation will include delegates from Comhairle na Gaelscolaíochta (The Council for Irish Medium Education), from Gael-Linn, from Conradh na Gaeilge, from Comhdháil Náisiúnta na Gaeilge and Glór na nGael. Janet Muller said, ‘POBAL has published agreed community proposals for the Irish Language Act and our document Acht na Gaeilge TÉ remains the gold standard. POBAL are determined to ensure that the Irish Language Act is put firmly on the agenda at Westminster.’
Last year, the independent Committee of Experts on the European Charter for Regional or Minority Languages met with POBAL and then came out strongly in favour of Irish language legislation. Janet Muller said, ‘The Experts understood immediately that Westminster should act to end the fiasco at the Assembly concerning the Irish language legislation. They called on the British government to bring in the Irish language Act to end the deliberate exclusion of Irish from language protections that are taken for granted everywhere else on these islands.’
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