
POBAL
United Nations support an Irish Language Act for the North

POBAL, the umbrella organisation for the Irish speaking community in the North has won unprecedented support from the United Nations for the Irish Language Act. The UN’s Economic and Social Council has said that it is concerned that there is still no protection for the Irish language in the North, especially in the light of legislation for Welsh and Scottish Gaelic.

Janet Muller, CEO with POBAL said, ‘POBAL has worked for over a year to bring this matter to the attention of the UN. This is the first time ever that the Economic and Social Council has referred specifically to language matters in this manner in its report on economic, social and cultural rights. The recommendation is also extremely important because it says very clearly that either the British government at Westminster or the devolved Assembly should adopt the Irish language Act. This means there is no get-out-clause for either of them - the British government cannot blame the Assembly and if the Assembly continues to refuse to bring in the legislation, Westminster must act.’
The recommendation has been made following several written submissions from POBAL highlighting the lack of legislative protection for the Irish language, the ban on the use of Irish in the courts, and the lack of Irish language broadcasting. Janet Muller said, ‘We also attended a meeting at Stormont with representatives of the British government and we were able to challenge the response that they had given to the European Union about protections for the Irish language. The support of the UN shows how important it is for the Irish language community in the north to have a strong voice on these issues.’

The Economic and Social Council’s recommendation comes less than a week after the British government was forced to submit a partial report to the Council of Europe on the implementation of the European Charter for Regional or Minority Languages because the devolved Assembly was not willing to agree on what should be included. 

More information: Janet Muller, 028 90 438132, or 077 13 630325 


