POBAL
The British government and the Assembly are incapable of meeting international law 

on the Irish language
The NI Assembly is incapable of meeting its commitments under international law. This is the message from POBAL, the umbrella organisation for the Irish speaking community, following the admission in a written answer to Sinn Féin MLA Barra Mac Giolla Dhuibh, by the Gregory Campbell, the Minister for Culture, Arts and Leisure that the British government has been unable to provide an agreed report to the Council of Europe on the implementation during the last three years of the European Charter for Regional or Minority Languages.  

Janet Muller, POBAL’s CEO said, ‘This is the second time within a week that the British government has come under severe criticism at the European level because of its failures in respect of Irish, including the Irish language Act, broadcasting and the use of Irish in the courts. POBAL has been raising the lack of proper protection for the Irish language with the Experts on the International Convention for Social, Economic and Cultural Rights for some time and at hearings in Geneva last week, the British government were brought to book for their failure to fully answer the questions we had raised through the Experts. 

‘Now Gregory Campbell has had to admit that the report on the European Charter could not be completed either.  This is a sign that the British government cannot meet its commitments under the Charter in respect of the North and in respect of the Irish language. It is an extremely serious matter when any government breaks international law, and it proves what POBAL has been saying for a long time – the European Charter is not enough to protect the Irish language in the North. It must now be acknowledged that there is not adequate protection for Irish in the North and that the British government must act rapidly to bring in appropriate legislation for Irish at Westminster. ‘

The British government is legally bound to provide a comprehensive report every three years to the Council of Europe on developments arising from the Charter for all the languages under its protection. Among these languages are Welsh in Wales, Gaidhlig in Scotland and Irish in the North of Ireland. The latest report should have been submitted by the British government in July 2008, and after a delay of more than 10 months to the official monitoring process, the British government has still  not fulfilled its reporting duty in full. This has happened because the First Minister and the Deputy First Minister could not agree on the contents of the report in particular in relation to the failure to enact the Irish language Act.  Now, the British government has announced that it will submit a report on the implementation in Wales and Scotland, and on reserved matters in respect of Irish, but without any reference to the Charter responsibilities that fall to the Assembly. 

Janet Muller said, ‘This is an historic failure that shows the extent to which the protection for the Irish language has deteriorated since the re-establishment of the Assembly.’
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